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�Two Primary OWBs in Kansas
� Caucasion bluestem (Bothriochloa bladhii)

�Warm season perennial grass native to subtropical 
Asia and Africa

� Yellow Bluestem (Bothriochloa ischaemum)
�Warm season perennial from southern Europe and 

Asia
(Both introduced into the United States in the early 
1900’s)
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�Caucasion Bluestem
� Small blue-gray graceful grass, with flowering 

stems that can reach one to three feet high
� Forms dense tufts of blue-green smooth leaf 

blades up to 12 inches long and less than a ¼ 
inch wide with a thickened mid-vein

� Nodes are purple-tinged and may be smooth 
or with short hairs
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�Yellow Bluestem
� Larger than Caucasian bluestem, and has 

yellow-green leaves that are usually smooth
� Sheaths are rounded and blades are flat or 

folded
� Nodes may be smooth or with short hairs



OWB



OWB

�OWB Spread
� Both grasses spread by root and by seed
� Length of seed viability in the soil is unknown
� May be spread by machine, animal, or wind

� Be extremely cautious where machines, vehicles, 
and livestock have been or where they come from

�Origination of hay
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�Problems on the landscape
� Not preferred as much by grazing livestock 

especially cattle, in comparison to native 
bluestem species

� Tolerates extreme grazing pressure
� Prolific seed producer
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�Problems on the landscape
� Very drought tolerant
� Alters soil function (carbon-to-nitrogen ratio 

that inhibits the growth of native plants)
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�Problems on the landscape
� Seems to accelerate erosion on rangelands
� Often invades or occupies difficult control 

areas in pastures or rangeland
� Costly? (stay tuned for presentations to 

follow)
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�Previous attempts to control
� Spot treatment approach

� Earth scorch approach
� Fire and non-selective herbicide
� Mixed results

� Future
� Selective herbicide approach
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�NRCS Position on OWB
� Extreme concern
� Challenging resource concern
� Scout pastures for evidence of OWB 

presence
� Catch and treat 
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�NRCS Position on OWB
� Evolving approach to 

treatment/management/control
� Follow Kansas State University 

recommendations and product label 
� Payment Schedule Scenarios

� EQIP (Grazinglands)
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�Information sources and references:
� USDA Plants Database
� Kansas State University
� Missouri Department of Conservation
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Equal Opportunity

Nondiscrimination Policy
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits  discrimination against its customers, employees an d applicants for employment 
on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisa l, and where applicable, political beliefs, 
marital status, familial or parental status, sexual  orientation, or all or part of an individual’s inc ome is derived from any public 
assistance program, or protected genetic informatio n in employment or in any program or activity condu cted or funded by the 
Department. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all p rograms and/or employment activities.)

To File an Employment Compliant
If you wish to file an employment complaint, you mu st contact your agency’s EEO Counselor within 45 da ys of the date of the alleged 
discriminatory act, event, or in the case of a pers onnel action. Additional information can be found on line at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_file.html .

To File a Program Complaint
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complain t of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Disc rimination Complaint Form,
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_ filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (8 66) 632-9992 to request the 
form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your com pleted complaint form or letter 
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Di rector, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence A venue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9419, by fax at (202) 690-7442, or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Persons with Disabilities
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have s peech disabilities and you wish to file either an E EO or program complaint please 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at ( 800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish).

Persons with disabilities, who wish to file a progr am complaint, please see information above on how t o contact us by mail or by
email. If you require alternative means of communica tion for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.), please 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voi ce and TDD). 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
For any other information dealing with Supplemental  Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) issues, person s should either contact the 
USDA SNAP Hotline Number at (800) 221-5689, which i s also in Spanish, or call the State Information/Ho tline Numbers.

All Other Inquires
For any other information not pertaining to civil r ights, please refer to the listing of the USDA Agen cies and Offices.


